Na Fianna Nuacht

Our Coaching Development Group are delighted to present the schedule for this year's Na
Fianna Coaching Forum to be held in the Club tomorrow Saturday 18th January from
11am to 2.30pm. Na Fianna coaches of all codes/ages are invited to attend this forum which
will again feature practical guidance, inspirational speakers and more! All welcome, looking
forward to see a good crowd there.
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Na Fianna Club Mass

The annual Club Mass for deceased members and family members was held on Sunday 12th
January and as usual it was standing room only. Fr. Paul Coyle a canny Scotsman presided
for the 2nd year in a row and embraced the occasion with great sensitivity. This year we
remembered 12 members who died in the past 12 months. We lost more members in the 12
months of 2019 that we have ever lost in any other 12 month period in the club’s history. We
also remembered 55 others who were connected to the club through family and friends. On
the day €1,150 was collected for Pat Fannin’s Zambda charity in Zambia and it’s a wonderful
feeling to know that when we gather to remember those we knew and loved before the
passed on that we can also take time for those living in difficult conditions elsewhere. Ár
Chathaoirleach Cormac Ó Donnchú said some very well-chosen words at the end which
reminded us that we are lucky people to be part of a club and community like Na Fianna.
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LOTTO Jackpot Won!

Club Lotto Jackpot of €8,750 has been WON! Congrats to Tom Gilligan on his win last
Monday night. This means that the Lotto Jackpot r-starts at €2,000….and it could be
yours. Tickets on sale in members bar or around the Club. Alternatively, by signing up for
the direct debit option, you stand a chance of winning the jackpot every week! See
details here
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Na Fianna Christmas Tree Collection 2020

This year was the 8th year that Na Fianna has provided the Christmas Tree collection
service to the local community in the Dublin 3, 7, 9 and 11 postcodes.

Each year it gets bigger and better. This is made possible thanks to the club members and
community for seeing the service as something of value that supports the club. It is also
down to the dedicated club volunteers that help each year with the preparations and
collections. Even before November there is much to do by the core organising team of Joe
Murphy, Eoin McCabe, Martin Quilty Snr, Liam Burke and Philip Mongey. Decisions include
deciding which Saturdays to collect, how to get the message out to the club and local
community and who will make the tea and sambos!
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Preparations got well under way in late November when the call for volunteers was
made to bolster the well-established club volunteers who give up their time each year. This
year, through articles in the Nuacht, social media campaigns and WhatsApp messages to all
groups, we got 1 extra vehicle and 7 new volunteers – with the increase in the number of
trees being collected every pair of hands was needed. Even though teams of collectors are
well established and have 'their routes', new members were welcomed in and trained up to
knowing how to fit 15 trees into a van! Very soon it became apparent that newcomer Gerry
Bowe has become a first class 'squasheriner'!

The addition of the new club communication and payments tool, ClubZap with the club
website has made it easier for customers to register online and pay while also integrating
into our existing Christmas tree online application. Having 98.5% of our trees paid for online
made it very time efficient for our collectors to collect the record number of trees but also
meant that our customers didn’t have to wait around during the day to pay at the door.
On the first collection date, Saturday 4th, we were fortunate that we had great weather and
most vehicles and volunteers available. This made the day much easier, starting at 8.30am
we finished at 2pm and we went home believing that the following week would be as easy,
as historically there were fewer trees to collect on day two. How wrong were we!

Little-Christmas or the feast of the Epiphany on January 6 marks the traditional close of the
season. This year Little Christmas fell between the two first Saturdays of January and meant
that many more trees were taken down and ready for collection on the second collection
day. The high-winds didn’t help with collecting as customers used innovative ways to keep
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the tree in situ until the
collectors arrived. In the windy
and showery conditions some
collectors were more like cattle
wranglers as they caught strays
that had blown a couple of
doors (or further) down the road.
With fewer vehicles and
volunteers available it was a
longer day from 8.30am to
shortly after 4pm by the time the
last vehicle came off the roads.
It was not all plain sailing as some trees were missed for technical or other reasons on the
first round of collection, but our willing volunteers made the extra trips to collect these
anomalies – even on the following days.

Each collection day meant that there were
hungry workers to feed and they eagerly
watched the WhatsApp Christmas Trees
collectors' group to see the message that
the food was delivered. Thanks to Ciara
McCabe and Anne O'Dea for preparing
and providing the sausages, sandwiches
and rolls.

So, what happens to all the Christmas
trees that are collected and left at the
recycling points? We were informed by a worker at the recycle depot that the trees are
mulched and redistributed among the councils for use in parks and amenities around the
city.

Once again thanks to the huge numbers of customers for supporting the club and thanks to
the volunteers that are too many to mention but they know who they are.
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Some of the stats from the 2 days of collections:
•

Vehicles used 18 cars, vans and trucks

•

Sausages cooked and eaten 180

•

Sandwiches & rolls made and eaten 50+ Tins of biscuits & sweets 4

•

Cups of tea made and drunk Unknown as we lost count

•

Volunteers 40+

•

Volunteer hours over 2 days 360+ hours

•

New customers using service 23%

•

Increase of trees collected from 2019 35%

•

Majority of registrations made on Friday 3rd January

And finally, it may be a year away but if you can we would ask you to ear mark the first two
Saturdays in your calendar to come out and help with the Christmas Tree collection – trucks,
flatbed, vans etc very much appreciated. We can guarantee a good work out, some laughs
and plenty of tea. We hope to see you then
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Ireland Lights Up At Na Fianna

It was great to see over 60 people out walking last Tuesday evening despite the weather,
see photo below. All welcome to join in each Tuesday until the end of Feb. Weigh-in
available too! Starting at 7.30 from the clubhouse you can walk either 2.5km or 5km with a
walk leader. All welcome. Children under 18 must be accompanied by an adult. Please sign
in for each walk at the desk in the clubhouse from 7pm onwards.

So let's get moving and hope to see you next Tuesday, newcomers very welcome! For more
information, contact Fiona: healthyclubofficer@clgnafianna.ie
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Ranganna Gaeilge – Irish Classes
Ranganna Gaeilge do dhaoine fásta ag tosnú arís, Déardaoin 23ú Eanáir, 7.30pm, sa
Chlub. Neamhfhoirmeálta, spraoiúil. Fáilte roimh chách.
Irish language classes for adults starting again, Thursday 23rd January, 7.30pm, in the Club.
Informal, fun. All welcome.

Nuacht ón Choiste Gaeilge CLG Na Fianna
Eolas faoi cluichí as Gaeilge agus Club Óige Gaeilge ar an Máirt 21.1.20 ag 7pm i
gclubtheach Na Fianna: Tá beirt ag teacht ó Colaiste na bhFiann chun labhairt le Coiste
Gaeilge Na Fianna ar feadh uair go leith. Tá cuireadh oscailte do dhaoine ón cheantar teacht
má tá spéis acu foghlaim faoi gníomhachtaí as Gaeilge do dhaoine óga. Thug an Coiste
Gaeilge cuireadh do tuistí ó Teanga Tí agus Naíonra Na Fianna, Príomhoidí na
Gaeilscoileanna sa cheantar agus Coistí Gaeilge Gaeilge clubanna CLG eile ar
tuaisceart na cathrach.
The Coiste Gaeilge of Na Fianna CLG has invited two people from Colaiste na bhFiann to
present on Irish language activities for young people. The information session on 21.1.20 at
7pm in the clubhouse will be approx 1.5 hours in duration. Anyone who would like to find out
about Irish language activities is welcome to attend. The Coiste Gaeilge have extended the
invitation to parents from Teanga Tí and Nursery Leaders, the Principals of local
Gaeilscoileanna and the Coistí Gaeilge of other Northside CLG clubs.

Pitches
All Na Fianna managed Grass Pitches remain closed until further notice. The club is not in a
position to facilitate challenge games on home pitches. All challenge matches need to be
hosted by opposition or at a neutral venue, until further notice.

Reminder for All Weather booking slots outside Training Schedule should be addressed to
Fixtures email: fixturesclgnafianna@gmail.com after consultation of Pitch Bookings Status
available at http://fixtures.clgnafianna.com/pitch-bookings/
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General Election 2020 – Club Facilities
The General Election will be held on Saturday 8th February. Please note that the GAA does
not permit use of its grounds or ancillary facilities for party political purposes or for other
purposes that are clearly politically motivated or linked to a politically motivated group.
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Under 13 Footballers Medal Presentation
Congratulations to our Under 13 Footballers, they did the Club proud by having a super
Division 1 League campaign in 2019. They were eventual runners up in a very closely
contested League, with a drawn game separating the top two teams. Our Na Fianna boys
having drawn with the eventual winners Slyvesters.
Last Sunday Na Fianna’s Dublin Senior Footballer star, Conor McHugh presented the Team
with their county medals. We would like to wish the Boys and their coaches Karl Donnelly,
Frank Callaghan and Geoff Brogan every success in their 2020 League campaign and the
U14 Football Feile. Definitely hoping to go one better this
year.

Pictured (L-R back) Conaill O’Sullivan, Tom Callaghan, Conor McHugh, Barra O’Reilly,
Ruadhan Duffy, Donagh Fay, William Wheatley, Conor Brogan, Oscar Mullen and Adam
Tynan
Front (L-R) Karl Traynor, Tristan Donnolly, Ruben O’Grady, Andrew Mathews, Patrick
Kierans, Tadhg O’Loinshighe, Finn McAuley, Danny Brophy, Ruadhan Casey, Darragh
Lynch, Michael Keane. Unavailable for photo, Kyle Ellis.
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Big Club Day Coming!
45 days to go…….
Excitement building……..
A top class event with a difference……
Would you like to entertain your customers, staff or suppliers at a top class corporate event while
supporting the club?
Can you support via an introduction to a company or business that would love to utilise this
opportunity pre Cheltenham and GAA championship?

Join racing legend Robbie “Puppy” Power, a surprise MC and VIP guests from across the world of
sport and business in the beautiful surroundings of the Cusack Suite in Croke Park for an occasion
not to be missed.
Please contact Colm on 086-1053459 or nfsh1955@gmail.com for more information
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Schools Camogie Champions
St. Marys Glasnevin Seniors, pictured below, had a great win earlier today against Loreto
Swords with an impressive full time score of 10-8 to 1-07. Congrats ladies, and in particular
to the Na Fianna girls involved.

Meanwhile also today, Dominican College had a good win over St Marys Naas (5-5 to 3-7) to
claim the Dublin A Colleges title. Na Fianna was well represented on the winning panel by
the following; Sophie Ahern, Eva Ahern, Lucy Ahern, Mia Bennett, Niamh Bergin, Emily
Bryne, Hannah Cullen, Sarah Cullen, Jenny Gleeson, Fiona Isdell, Ciara Kavanagh
Catherine King, Aifric Mangan, Anna McLaughlin, Sophia Nyhan, Sarah Shine, Lucy Skelly
and Meadhbh Tierney. Well done ladies.
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Free Talk – Ray Keogh, A Football Life
Our friends in Drumcondra Library will host a free event next Tuesday 21st January titled
‘Ray Keogh a Football Life’ a talk with Gerard Farrell Football Historian.

Ray Keogh was the first black player in the League of Ireland and was an integral part of the
successful Drumcondra F.C. in the 1960s. Ray Keogh's career took him to Longford, Cork,
Drogheda, and north of the border to play for Ards and Portadown, before he achieved
success as a coach. Join football historian Gerard Farrell to learn more about Ray’s life and
career.
Tuesday 21st January 6.30pm
Admission free. Booking essential.
Tel. 01 8377206 Email. drumcondralibrary@dublincity.ie

Comhbhrón
Sincere sympathies of the Club are offered to the Lane family on the passing of Mary Lane,
sister of former Senior Camogie mentor Deirdre and Aunt of former Club players Orlagh,
Alva and Darragh.
Funeral arrangements as follows: Reposing at St Francis Hospice on Friday 17th from 1pm
to 2pm. Removal thereafter to Rathcabbin Church arriving at 7pm. Funeral Mass on
Saturday 18th at 11am, followed by burial afterwards in Bonoham Cemetery. Family flowers
only, please, donations, if desired, to St Francis Hospice.
Sincere sympathies of the Club are offered to the Neville family on the passing of Richard
(Dick) Neville, Father of the late Richie, Father in law of Fionnuala and Grandfather of Conor
(Senior 2 Football), Eoghan (Senior Football) and Ailish (Ladies Football).
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha.
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……and finally
Both shops open tomorrow Saturday 18th January - Club shop in clubhouse foyer open
9am-1pm and will be closed then until 1st February. Hurley Shop open 9am-12noon
tomorrow. The Na Fianna Nursery returns on Saturday 1st February.

Fógra Tabachtach
The objective of Na Fianna Nuacht is to communicate as much club activity as possible however it is important to note that all
items for inclusion in either Club Notes or Na Fianna Nuacht are reported to news@clgnafianna.ie or texted to 087 9250697 by
Sunday evening. With a growing membership of almost 3,000 and over 100 teams now competing it is difficult to ensure all club
activity is reported upon – Do not assume that your team’s activity is already known to Na Fianna Nuacht or that someone else
has reported it. When errors or omissions occur it is the policy of Na Fianna Nuacht to correct these in subsequent issues when
they are reported to news@clgnafianna.ie
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