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All in Na Fianna congratulate our Dublin Footballers who made history last weekend, the
lads by completing a first ever 5 in a row Championship wins and the ladies on their fantastic
3 in a row All-Ireland final wins. As predicted in last week’s Nuacht we finish the year with an
8 in a row and everybody in the Club is so proud of the contributions made by all the Na
Fianna representatives, not just last weekend but right throughout the 2019 League and
Championship campaigns.
Well done to Jonny Cooper, Eoin Murchan, Conor McHugh and Dublin Senior Footballers
and to Lucy Collins and goalkeeping coach Ryan O’Flaherty and the Dublin Ladies.

Turas Pháirc an Chrócaigh
Turas Pháirc an Chrócaigh. Turas as Gaeilge. Oíche Cultúir, anocht Aoine an 20ú Meán
Fómhair. Bailigh ag Músaem Pháirc an Chrócaigh ar 8pm. Fáilte roimh chách.
Croke Park Tour. Tour in Irish. Culture Night, tonight Friday the 20th September. Meet at the
Croke Park Museum at 8pm. All welcome.
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Na Fianna AGM

Thanks to all who made it to the Club last night for the Annual General Meeting of CLG Na
Fianna. Having reached a quorum by 9.07pm the meeting got underway immediately and
included presentations on club finances, facilities, Juvenile and Adult games. The
Chairman’s address included a review of the year completed and a look ahead at the issues
facing the Club in the coming year. Tributes were paid to those Club Officers who were
standing down including Karen Fox, Lisa Ainsworth, Donal Ring, Seosamh Ó Maolalaí and
Phil O’Brien. Details of newly elected Executive Committee will be published next week.
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Pic Of The Week

.
Na Fianna’s U-11 Footballer David Bateson presenting the Sam Maguire to the Croke Park
crowd before throw in at last Saturday’s All-Ireland Football Final replay.

Weekend Fixtures
Camogie Championship on Sunday with Senior 1’s away against Faughs and Senior 6’s in
Collinstown against Naomh Mearnóg, both with 10am throw in. Then at 12.30 our Senior 3’s
play Naomh Fionnbarra on back pitch Scoil Chaitríona. Both Minor Football teams away in
Championship on Sunday at 11am, A’s play Whitehall in Cloghran and B’s play St Brigids in
Russell Park. Full programme of Juvenile Championship over the weekend, please see
website for details http://clgnafianna.com/fixtures/ Best of luck to all teams, all support
welcome.
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Hurling Championship Preview
This weekend will be another big Championship weekend for the Club with all four Hurling
teams in action. On Saturday, our Senior B’s play Scoil Uí Chonaill in semi-finals in O’Toole
Park at 4.15pm. Then on Sunday at 3pm, our Seniors play St Brigids in Parnell Park in
quarter finals and both Junior teams play semis finals with A’s away against Lucan
Sarsfields and B’s in Mobhi Road against Realt Dearg. Those going to Parnell Park on
Sunday for the Senior game should note road closures and traffic restrictions in the area due
to the Griffith Avenue Mile taking place at 2.45pm on Sunday.
Senior Hurling – Na Fianna V St Brigids Parnell Park Sunday 3pm
As the Senior Hurling Championship reaches quarter final stage, 8 teams will compete over
Saturday and Sunday at Parnell Park with hopes of advancing to semifinal stage in what
should be a very exciting and enjoyable weekend of hurling.

Sunday at 3pm will see our Senior hurlers take on St.Brigids in what is forecast to be a very
competitive game.

The Na Fianna lads are under no illusions about their opponents strengths. Nevertheless our
hurlers have trained and prepared well. They hope to build on their success against O
Tooles and are looking forward to the challenge over the weekend.
As always they are hoping for a good turnout of NF supporters at this important match.It can
make such a difference to the team when they hear their supporters cheer them on. So put a
note in your diary and follow all the other Na Fianna supporters to Parnell Park on Sunday!
Senior B Hurling – Na Fianna v Scoil Uí Chonaill O’Toole Park Saturday 4.15pm
A huge weekend for everyone interested in hurling in the club starts on Saturday at 4:15 in
O’Toole Park as the Senior B’s take on Scoil Ui Chonaill in the championship semi final. It is
a huge achievement to have three teams in semi finals and a fourth in a quarter final and
with a bit of luck the lads can get the weekend off to a good start.

Na Fianna beat Naomh Barrog by a point in the quarter final thanks in no small part to the
support from the large crowd in attendance, support that didn’t go unnoticed by the players.
After the game, captain Andy Flaherty was quick to acknowledge the supporters as he said,
Na Fianna Nuacht 20ú Meán Fómhair 2019
5

Na Fianna Nuacht
“that as the toughest game we played all year and we wouldn’t have won without the support
from the Na Fianna faithful”. Goalkeeper, Eoin Skelly, agreed with Andy, “it was backs to the
wall stuff for a long time there in the second half but the support was worth two points to us
which proved to be enough to secure the win in the end”.

Scoil Ui Chonaill had a very impressive win against Kilmacud in their semi final and will fancy
their chances on neutral ground in Crumlin. Padraig Buggy called on everyone in Na Fianna
to come out to support the team as he said “they were the 16th man against Barrog and we’ll
need them again the next day”.
Everyone involved with the Senior B’s would like to wish the Senior, Junior A and Junior B
teams the best of luck in their games on Sunday.
Junior A Hurling – Na Fianna V Lucan Sarsfields 12th Lock Sunday 3pm
Having welcomed Peregrines to Mobhi Road for our Junior D championship Quarter Final,
we got a very stern test of our character and our hurling, much more so than in previous
years Quarter Finals. Although 3 league divisions below us Peregrines were undaunted by
the task and we were delighted with heart and determination shown by our guys to finish out
victorious on the day.

In Lucan Sarsfields we now face another team ranked below is in the league but performing
strongly in the championship with a comprehensive win in their own quarter final. We travel
out to the 12th lock on Sunday afternoon (unfortunately clashing with our senior hurlers
Quarter Final) knowing we will once again have to preform to the our best but also confident
that if we do put in the performance this squad are capable of then we have every chance of
success.

It is a delight to be involved with one of 4 (out of 4) adult teams playing a Semi Final or
Quarter Final this year and a huge testament to all the work put in at underage level over
recent years. If you can get out to support any of our teams over the wknd it will be much
appreciated.
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Junior B Hurling – Na Fianna V Realt Dearg Mobhi Road Sunday 3pm

Our Junior B hurlers are looking forward to their Championship semi final v Realt Dearg in
Mobhi Road, 3pm Sunday. With virtually a full squad to select from, confidence remains high
despite having to play yet another Division 8 team. We know this is a difficult ask but with
quality work put into training throughout the year, everyone is ready for this significant
challenge.

Camogie Sisters

Two sets of sisters playing for our Senior 6 Camogie team last Sunday morning – Hannah
Cullen, Eva Ahern, Sophie Ahern, Rebecca Cullen and Sarah Cullen.
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Ranganna Gaeilge
Beidh oíche clárúcháin do na ranganna Gaeilge ar siúl sa Halla sa Chlub Déardaoin an 26ú
Meán Fómhair ar 7.30pm. Tá na ranganna dírithe ar fhoghlaimeoirí de gach sórt –
glanthosnaitheoirí, daoine ar bheagán Gaeilge, daoine sách líofa, is cuma!
An oíche úd, beidh na múinteoirí i láthair agus fáilteofar roimh cheisteanna ar bith. Beidh na
ranganna ar siúl oícheanta Déardaoin ó thús mhí Deireadh Fómhair go tús mhí na Nollag,
7.30-8.30pm. Ní gá bheith i láthair gach aon oíche. Neamhfhoirmeálta, dírithe ar chomhrá, le
spraoi más féidir. Bígí linn Déardaoin an 26ú, 7.30pm, sa Halla.

There will be a Registration Night for the Irish classes in the Hall in the Club on Thursday
26th September at 7.30pm. The classes are for learners of all kinds – complete beginners,
people with a little Irish, people who are fairly fluent, it doesn’t matter!
On the night, the teachers will be present and all questions will be welcomed. The classes
will be on Thursday nights from the start of October to the start of December, 7.30-8.30pm.
You don’t have to be present every night. Informal, conversational, with a bit of fun if we can.
Come along to the Hall, Thursday 26th at 7.30pm.

Na Fianna Golf Society
Friday 13th Sept was our Captains,Stephen O'Neill, Prize in Clontarf and we were blessed
with a magnificent day weatherwise.
John Foran won the overall prize and the Sterling Winthrop Cup. Class Winners were Fran
Gray, Ciaran Gray and Ronan MacGiollaruadh. Class Runners up were Gary Howlett, Bill
Casey and Sean Potts. Stephen O'Neill and Ian Foley won the 9s prizes.
Bill Casey won Golfer of the Year and Denis Gray Cup.
The Society is running for over 40 years and we had a first hole in one, Dara Gray holed out
on the 15th.
Finally we offer our condolences to the family of Mark Maher who died suddenly recently,
Mark had played with the society for many years with his regular partners Tom Foran and
Pat Swan. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam.

Na Fianna Nuacht 20ú Meán Fómhair 2019
8

Na Fianna Nuacht
Turas go Gaeltacht na Rinne
Tá turas go Gaeltacht na Rinne, Co Port Láirge, á eagrú don deireadh seachtaine an 1ú
Samhain seo chugainn. Daoine fásta amháin. Ag fanacht i gColáiste na Rinne, oíche Aoine
an 1ú agus oíche Shathairn an 2ú Samhain. Ag filleadh abhaile tráthnóna Domhnaigh. Bia,
lóistín, ranganna Gaeilge, siúlóidí agus ceol. €150 an duine. Má tá suim agat, cuir téacs nó
glaoch ar Tom Ó Flaithearta 085 1743645.
Trip to the Ring Gaeltacht
A trip to Ring Gaeltacht, Co Waterford, is being organised for the weekend of the 1st of
November. Adults only. Staying in Ring College, Friday night the 1st and Saturday night the
2nd November. Returning home Sunday afternoon. Food and lodgings, Irish classes, walks
and music. €150 per person. If interested, text or call Tom Flaherty on 085 1743645.

U12 Footballers Shine on Southside
Last Sunday saw the U12A footballers take part in a prestigious invitational football blitz,
brilliantly hosted by Templeogue Synge Street at Terenure Sports Centre. The standard of
clubs invited was exceptionally high, with the hosts and Na Fianna joined by Austin Stacks
from Kerry, Newbridge Sarsfields and Naas from Kildare, Dromintee from Armagh, Corofin
from Galway and St. Loman’s from Westmeath.

Na Fianna were drawn in a very challenging group, with Dromintee, Naas and Corofin
presenting a trio of tricky but appetising fixtures. Na Fianna started like lions against
Dromintee with Eddie Joyce and Daniel Hammond shining at the back and forwards Daniel
Morgan and Conor Foley proving a real thorn in Dromintee’s side. Na Fianna were 1-3 to 0-0
up at half time, but Dromintee really clicked into gear in the second half and managed to
score a late free to level the game at 1-3 to 1-3 in the dying seconds. The lads were bitterly
disappointed to be denied the win, but a draw was a fair result and a valuable lesson was
learned by the lads in keeping focussed at the end of matches.

Next up were Naas, a team with a very high reputation in U12 circles. Na Fianna were the
better team from the start, with Conor Blake and Eoghan Davis shining in setting up
chances, but Na Fianna’s shooting let them down and they went into the break 0-3 to 0-1
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down. The lads could have been forgiven for pessimism but they were determined to make
their mark on the tournament and even though Naas scored early to take a three point lead,
Na Fianna constantly pressed and started to reel them in. Midfielder Archie Maher curled
over the equalising point and Na Fianna fans celebrated what looked like a brave draw. But
Na Fianna had learned their lesson from the last game and incredibly Kevin Gray broke free
from half back and pointed skilfully in the dying seconds to clinch a 0-5 to 0-4 win for Na
Fianna.

Back Row: Fearghal Scanlon (mentor), Leo Scanlon, Finn Costello, Tom Smith, Louis
Finnegan, Archie Maher, Eoghan Davis, Eddie Joyce, Daniel Morgan
Front Row: James Travers, Cathal Hickey, Kevin Gray, Daniel Hammond, Senan Larkin,
Conor Blake, Andrew McConkey (Conor Foley not pictured).

Everything was in play going into the last games with Na Fianna capable of topping the
group or not even qualifying for the Cup semi-finals. And with current Senior All-Ireland club
champions Corofin, who had beaten Naas in their opening game in opposition, it looked an
uphill struggle. But the lads weren’t phased at all, with exceptional midfield play from Leo
Scanlon and point scoring from Cathal Hickey capping a brilliant first half performance, with
Na Fianna 2-5 to 0-0 up at half time. And the lads weren’t going to be denied again in the
second half, despite Corofin coming out with all guns blazing after the break. Finn Costello
was a rock at full back all day and Louis Finnegan made some extremely hard runs and
tough tackles to keep Corofin at bay. Na Fianna goalkeeper James Travers capped a
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fabulous day, saving a late penalty to ensure Corofin were kept scoreless and Na Fianna
won the game 2-5 to 0-0 to top the group.

On to the Cup semi-final against Austin Stacks and Na Fianna were brilliant in the first half
against an exceptional team looking for revenge from events at Croke Park the previous
evening. Tom Smith and Senan Larkin shone in particular, with tough tackling and great
interplay, and Na Fianna were 1-2 to 1-1 down at half time. Despite some great play from
Andrew McConkey in the forwards, Austin Stacks started to get on top and they took a six
point lead going into the final few minutes. What followed was a peculiar couple of minutes,
with two Austin Stacks players red carded for punches. Na Fianna did not have time to take
advantage of their numerical supremacy, and bowed out of the tournament with a 2-5 to 1-1
scoreline.

Overall, it was a great day. The Na Fianna boys showed they are a match for the best teams
in the country, and winning such a difficult group was testament to the hard work put in by all
the players and the mentors in recent times. Templeogue Synge Street put on a great blitz,
with Na Fianna parents relishing the presence of cucumber and salmon in the sandwiches,
fitting fare for south of the Liffey. The boys were a credit to the club, especially in keeping
their cool in a fraught semi-final.
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Tesco Community Fund
CLG Na Fianna has been nominated for the Tesco Community Fund. Continuing over the
next 3 weeks, Na Fianna we will be one of 3 recipients of the Blue Tokens available in Tesco
Phibsborough. All you have to do the support the Club is to visit Tesco Phibsborough, make
your purchases and before you exit the store, grab a good fist of blue tokens from the bowl
and place them lovingly in the Na Fianna chute, see pics above. If you can’t make it in
person, tell your family, friends and neighbours. If you can make it, bring your family, friends
and neighbours and see who can gather up the most blue tokens!
Please note that this initiative is only available at Tesco Phibsborough. Full details of the
Tesco Community Fund are available at following link https://food-andcommunity.tesco.ie/home/supporting-local-communities/community-fund-stories/how-thetesco-community-fund-works/
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….and finally
Warmest congratulations to Jimmy and Gretta Gray on their recent 60th wedding
anniversary. The happy couple celebrated their big day with family last Sunday and all in Na
Fianna wish them plenty more years of good health and happiness.

Comhbhrón
Sincere sympathies of the Club are offered to the Fitzpatrick and Clerkin families on the
passing of Mrs Eileen Fitzpatrick, Mother of former Na Fianna Panto Director Áine Clerkin,
Mother in Law of former Na Fianna Juvenile Manager & Childrens Officer Páiric and
Grandmother of Ailbhe (Junior Camogie), Rúadhan (Junior Hurling) and Diarmuid (Minor
Football & Hurling).
Funeral arrangements as follows; Removal to St. Brigid’s Church, Blanchardstown on Friday
evening arriving at 6.00pm. Funeral on Saturday morning after 10.00am Mass to Clonsilla
Churchyard. Family flowers only please. Donations, if desired, to the Fáilte Day Care Centre,
Hartstown and St. Francis Hospice, Blanchardstown.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam

.

Fógra Tabachtach
The objective of Na Fianna Nuacht is to communicate as much club activity as possible however it is important to note
that all items for inclusion in either Club Notes or Na Fianna Nuacht are reported to news@clgnafianna.ie or texted to 087
9250697 by Sunday evening. With a growing membership of over 3,000 and 175 teams now competing it is difficult to
ensure all club activity is reported upon – Do not assume that your team’s activity is already known to Na Fianna Nuacht
or that someone else has reported it. When errors or omissions occur it is the policy of Na Fianna Nuacht to correct these
in subsequent issues when they are reported to news@clgnafianna.ie
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