Na Fianna Nuacht
Football Championship Weekend Preview
Another busy weekend of Championship ahead with four of our five Adult Football teams in
action. Our Senior 2’s, who are in a group of three with St Sylvesters and Thomas Davis, have
a bye this weekend. Best of luck to all teams, all support welcome.

The Na Fianna Senior Footballers look forward to the opening group game of the Senior
Football Championship vs St Sylvesters in Parnell Park this Saturday at 5.15pm. The other
two teams in the group play directly afterwards: Kilmacud Crokes vs Ballymun Kickhams.
Without a doubt, it is the toughest of all the groups to emerge from with only two teams
qualifying for the quarterfinals. However, a stiff challenge focusses the minds and can often
provide the motivation for better preparation. The championship comes around quickly and
after only 3 league games played, thus far, we are probably still working towards finding the
best combination of players for team selection. The opening league games have given us,
as a group, plenty of food for thought. We know that we have ample room for improvement
and players are working hard to make the strides needed to put us in a place where we can
be considered to be real contenders and amongst the top 6 teams in the county. Of course,
we would have liked more time and games together to develop the cohesiveness amongst
team and management before heading into the championship month but we won't let that
deter us. The players are up for the challenge and really look forward to our next two games
in the competition. On another positive note, Aidan Downes is making steady progress in his
comeback bid and should be a huge boost to the squad in the coming weeks!

Hope to see loads of you on Saturday evening and as it’s live on TG4, the lads would love to
see as much colour, and hear as much Na Fianna noise, as possible.
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Our AFL4 team are playing Raheny in Junior 1 All County Championship in first round group
game. This is a repeat of quarter final game from 2018 when we lost after extra time. This
season we are competing in AFL4 after gaining promotion last year and so far we have won
1 and lost 2 games. Target is to give the championship a good run and stay in AFL4.
Meanwhile our AFL8 team, much like Carlow had been hoping to Continue our rising.
However due to injuries sustained in the long run last year we have found the going very
hard this year despite the honest endeavour of the team.
With injuries, retirement, work, holidays and Family commitments we are missing up to 6
(retirements) from last year’s Championship final run. A further 6/7 from this year’s panel will
miss the opening round and to say this will be a test of character and determination would be
an understatement against a St Pats team who have not lost this year and are gunning for
revenge from their championship exit at our hands last year.
Having said all that we have some fresh new faces and talent this year and two new mentors
(John Lynch and John O’Rourke) making their Adult Championship debuts. We are hoping
for huge club support on the day as it might just give us that lift and energy we need to give
this job a rattle. We have full confidence that this team who put their hearts on their sleeves
will do our club proud once again. But please don’t forget us and help support us. As the tag
line for a well known supermarket goes….every little helps, and that will be the case this
Sunday.
On behalf of the AFL 8 footballers we wish all our fellow adult teams the best of luck this
weekend
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Last but not least, our J10 Footballers start their championship this Sunday in the Junior 4
against Geraldine Morans at home. After an okay start to the league, we are looking to push
on in championship. Numbers have been impressive with over 25 at each training session so
far and competition for places has added some intensity. Hopefully a win against Geraldine
Morans can help to propel our season forward and give us some momentum heading into
our next match in 2 weeks time.

Going to press early this weekend so we don’t as yet have the up to date OT Leader board.
Rest assured however that as soon as we have the updated position to hand, we’ll let you
have it. It’s getting exciting now as we turn in to the final lap of what has been a memorable
few weeks.
We continue our “Get To Know Your Na Fianna OT Team Leaders” series where over the
course of the last few weeks we have featured our Team Leaders and this will allow Na
Fianna members decide who they will throw their support behind. First up this week,
representing the AFL8 Footballers is Colm O’Driscoll.
My name is Colm O’ Driscoll and I’ve been a member of Na
Fianna since I was 13 having moved to Santry from
Blanchardstown where I played with St Peregrines!
It’s safe to say that Na Fianna has been a massive part of my
life since then and all my close friends are connected to Na
Fianna in some way.
I joined operation transformation to support the AFL8s who
probably don’t get as much focus as they deserve and try to get back playing (although that
still seems unlikely!!). I haven’t played for nearly 5 years now due to numerous injuries and,
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given that the majority of my friends are still playing members, it would be great to get
another season or two in! Operation transformation is the first step in that journey.

All the leaders and Phil have been fantastic over the last few weeks and months and any
support you can give us is really appreciated! I’m sure it will be a great night next Friday and
we all look forward to it.
My name is Aileen Donnan. I am the 2011 Na Fianna Boys
Operation Transformation Leader. I am also a mentor with the
2011 boys. My 4 children are members of Na Fianna teams,
Isobel (2006), Cormac (2007), Daire (2008) and Jude (2011).
At the start of 2019 I set myself a personal goal to get active
and fit. My aim is to run a 5km race, I’m getting there!! Along
came the Operation Transformation call which, like many, I ignored for a long time and then
caved in! I decided I was doing this anyway, so why not do it for the 2011 boys and Na
Fianna, here I am.
Personally it’s been great, with a lot of support from my family, I have managed to leave the
every day busyness to participate in the Na Fianna 5km OT Monday walks, the Wednesday
circuit classes and Friday gym sessions. As a result I am feeling fit and energetic and
enjoying the benefits of the challenge. The 2011 boys, mentors and parents have given me
so much support and encouragement, it’s been amazing.
To fundraise we held a Fun Hour where the boys and their parents participated in races and
a tug-of- war. It was a fantastic day, really well supported and full of noise and fun. Since
Operation Transformation has started, parents and mentors have given up or taken up
different things and have pledged donations to the group. To date, the 2011 Na Fianna Boys
have been top of the 5km Fun Race, registration board!!! There are two reasons for this,
firstly, we’re an active bunch and secondly the highly anticipated competition between Mick
Carr and Sean is not to be missed.
Finally, a massive Thank You to everyone who has helped and supported me and the 2011
Na Fianna Boys Operation Transformation quest. We would appreciate your final support by
joining us on the Fun Run April 19th, run or walk . It is a family event to promote being
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active and fit and being part of the Na Fianna Community. The grand finale GALA Night is
guaranteed to be a great night with a lot of mortified Leaders; all part of the fun.
I'm Maurice Grehan and have been with the club for the past
8 years, joining along with my sons, both of whom are now
retired from the sporting world. I was one of the 2006 Boys
mentors for many years and have been involved in various
fundraising projects over this time, most notably as the Dame
in the last Panto. And yes, that is me in drag on the wall of
the clubhouse. Nowadays I'm most likely to be found lugging video gear around the various
Na Fianna pitches as well as the odd photoshoot. I'm also part of the team that looks after
the ICT needs of the club and as well, build the last few club websites. I'm taking part to lose
weight, give a bit back to the club, but also because Phil made me.
My name is Sinead Kane and I’m representing the 2008
Girls’ team which my daughter Saoirse plays for. She loves
playing both football and camogie alike. Thanks to the great
mentors the girls always look like their having a good time.
I nominated myself for Operation Transformation not knowing
just what I was getting myself into, however I have really
enjoyed the exercise classes and the gym sessions and will definitely keep the exercising
up. It has been a very sociable event and getting to know the group of Team Leaders has
been super.
Áine who did most of the fundraising for 2008 Girls has been such a great support to me and
I want to say a big thank you to her, I don’t know how I would have gotten through it without
her.
Gala Night 19th April
Hosted by a national media personality, the Gala night, which will be the grand finale of Na
Fianna’s Operation Transformation, will be held in Scoil Chaitriona and back to the club
afterwards on Friday 19th April. On the night, the winning leader will be announced during a
night’s programme that includes quality halftime entertainment, spot prize raffle, finger food
back at the club bar and general fun and craic. Tickets for the night are €25 and are
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available to buy from any of our team leaders….but get to them early, because when they’re
gone, they’re gone and the event will sell out very quickly!

The Monday Night Walkers at 7pm are also welcome anyone who fancies a quick stroll
around the block. Take the 3km route or the slightly longer 5km route, whichever suits, and
don’t forget the cuppa or glass of water, or the fruit selection back in the Club Bar
afterwards.

Excitement Building For Na Fianna 5K Fun Run
The final week has arrived leading up to the Na Fianna 5K Fun Run. The committee is
working hard in the background and is confident that this year will be as successful as
previous years. Even the short-term weather forecast predicts Good Friday will be a pleasant
sunny 14°C - great weather to be out jogging and active…

On Good Friday Mobhi Road is going to be very busy and we are looking forward to a great
day with plenty of buzz around the club! With 297 registrations made so far it is guaranteed
that by the Fun Run day there will be over 300 participants. Big shout out to the great work
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by the OT leaders promoting it to their groups (well most of them – see table below 😊 – it’s
not too late to register and show your support!)
Below is the leader board as of Friday 12th April 2pm – help your chosen OT Leader get top
of the leader board by registering your support…
Nora McCarrick - U12 Boys (2007 Boys)

47

Aileen Donnan - U8 Boys (2011 Boys)

39

Philip O'Brien - U13 Boys (2006 Boys)

36

Kevin O'Donnell - U13 Girls (2006 Girls)

31

Carla Downes - U11 Boys (2008 Boys)

29

Shaun Cummins - Senior 2 Hurlers

27

Deborah Walsh - U8 Girls (2011 Girls)

15

Sinead Kane - U11 Girls (2008 Girls)

15

Christina Hendrick - U10 Girls (2009 Girls)

13

Roisin O'Donoghue - Senior Camogie

7

Carla Downes - U15 Boys (2004 Boys)

5

Maurice Grehan - U13 Boys (2006 Boys)

4

Colm O'Driscoll - Junior 8 Footballers

0

Seosamh O'Maolalai - Gaeilge agus na Ráillí

0

Important FUN RUN Information
•

Please be aware that online registration closes the evening of Thursday 18th so to
make sure you don’t miss out REGISTER NOW on www.clgnafianna.com/goodfriday-fun-run-2019/

•

All race numbers will be available for collection in the club on Thursday evening 89pm.

•

There will be limited walk-in registration in the club on Thursday evening and Friday
morning before the race (9-9.45am).

•

The race starts at 10am but we do want participants to come down early to take part
in the warm up and activities beforehand.

•

On the morning car parking will be limited – it would help greatly if you could walk,
jog or cycle down to the club before the race.
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Other ways of taking part or helping out
If you are not doing the Fun Run why not come and help with stewarding or help with giving
out teas/coffees after the run. Contact Eoin 087 6597121 to volunteer. Post run treats are
always welcome so if you can drop them down to the club that morning before 10am e.g. the
usual treats of cakes and buns are always welcome or maybe you have spare boxes of
nutrition bars for the 200+ adult runners or spare boxes of marshmallow eggs for the almost
100 juvenile runners! Every bit helps make Na Fianna the #HeartOfTheCommunity
See you at the Fun Run…

Féile na nGael 2019
This weekend sees Dublin taken over by Hurling with Féile na nGael 2019. Na Fianna 2005
boys will field 2 teams with the help of six lads from the 2006 team. Na Fianna A line out in
St Anne’s Park, hosted by Raheny GAA, and Na Fianna B are in Westmanstown. The
excitement amongst the lads has been building over the last few weeks with great effort

displayed in training as well as in challenge matches (thanks to both the 2004 and 2006 lads
for fielding opposition for us). The weather forecast is looking good and, thanks to the efforts
of the parent group and a wide range of sponsors, the lads are looking good with new team
gear. All that’s left are the matches! Go n-éirí libh a bhuachaillí
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European & Local Elections Friday 24th May
For your convenience, the club Executive has prioritised two questions that each Na Fianna
household should put to all prospective candidates when they call to your door looking for
your vote.
•

CLG Na Fianna fields 174 competitive teams and has 3,000 active playing members. How will
you support our Club if you get elected?

•

We regularly hear in the media of the problem of obesity in today’s children. Here is a local
voluntary association, staffed by unpaid volunteers, offering the opportunity of healthy lifestyles to
1,500 juveniles in this area and yet we struggle on a weekly basis to find playing pitches. What
will you do to support Na Fianna if elected?

Members are also reminded that GAA clubs cannot allow their premises to be used for party
political purposes. This includes election posters and advertising billboards / hoardings. The
relevant section of a policy in this respect as approved by Central Council reads: - "The GAA
does not permit use of its grounds or ancillary facilities for party political purposes or for
other purposes that are clearly politically motivated or linked to a politically motivated group".

Pic Of The Week

The Burkes pictured after last Saturday’s Senior Hurling Championship clash in Parnell Park.
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LOTTO Jackpot…..Could Be Yours!

Club lotto jackpot not won this week with the result that next week’s now goes to
€17,000. Tickets on sale in members bar or around the club. Alternatively, by signing up
for the direct debit option, you could win the jackpot every week! See details here

Na Fianna Golf Society
Na Fianna Golf Society outing in Castleknock GC on Wednesday May 1st. Tee time is 2 to
3.30pm. Contact Ciaran Gray for timesheet 0872269133. New members welcome.
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Please see Club website for details on this year’s Na Fianna Easter Camp. Book early!
http://www.clgnafianna.com/na-fianna-easter-camp-2019/

Members’ Subscriptions Due
Members’ subscriptions for the coming year are due and payable since the AGM. Details
of subscription rates and methods of payment are on the Club website
http://www.clgnafianna.com/membership/ Subscriptions can be paid online, on Saturday
mornings in the Club or at the office during opening hours (9.30am to 1pm Mon – Fri).

Supporter Of The Week
Assisted by her Grandmother Cynthia, young Fiadh Flaherty
was on the Mobhi Road sideline last Saturday to support her
Dad and Uncle in Na Fianna’s Senior B Hurling Championship
win.
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Pitches Notice
Both front and back pitches in Na Fianna will be closed after the Easter Camp on the
Thursday until the Monday for essential pitch maintenance. No bookings will be taken
for either pitch during this period. Thanks all for your cooperation.

Saturday In Na Fianna
Both shops open tomorrow, Saturday 13th April. Hurley workshop open 9-12 and Club
shop open from 9-1pm in Club foyer. The Na Fianna Nursery, in conjunction with Sherry
Fitzgerald, takes centre stage from 9.30am and all drivers are asked to please drive
carefully and park responsibly. Illegally parked cars, i.e. cars parked on double yellow
lines and in yellow boxes, will be clamped. The ever helpful Coffee Cabin crew will be
serving teas and coffees with their usual smile and anything you need to know about Na
Fianna will be on hand at the Info Hub.

St Monicas Say Thanks
Well done to all involved in helping out last weekend when a St Monicas player suffered
an injury during a game. See email below received by Na Fianna Club Secretary Aisling
Deignan.
From: St Monicas - LGFA
Sent: Sunday, April 7, 2019 6:27:47 PM
To: Na Fianna - LGFA
Cc: patricia.monahan7@gmail.com; secretary nafianna.dublin
Subject: U14 Div 6 Thank You
Hi,
On behalf of St Monicas GAA I would like to thank your club for the assistance today with the injury to one
of our players who was injured in the U14 Div 6 match. Can you pass on our thanks to all involved and a
special thank you to Dr Donal Buggy who treated her on the pitch.
Many Thanks
Ben Dunne
Secretary
St Monica's GAA
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Dublin Camogie Survey
Dublin Camogie is carrying out a non-playing related survey and have asked us to be
involved. Please see link below.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BHNHFF3
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….and finally
From last Monday (6th April) through to next Sunday (14th April), Na Fianna will have
fulfilled 77 competitive fixtures. Huge thanks are due to everybody involved for making this
possible, from players, team management and parents, right through to our Facilities &
Fixtures committees.

While we’re on it, some members may recently have experienced issues with club fixtures
on their mobiles. This has now been sorted, and credit and thanks are due to Maurice
Grehan and Eugene McHugh for their Trojan voluntary work in the background. Just
another example of the work done by our volunteers behind the scenes in Na Fianna.

Fógra Tabachtach
The objective of Na Fianna Nuacht is to communicate as much club activity as possible however it is important to note that all
items for inclusion in either Club Notes or Na Fianna Nuacht are reported to news@clgnafianna.ie or texted to 087 9250697 by
Sunday evening. With a growing membership of almost 3,000 and over 100 teams now competing it is difficult to ensure all club
activity is reported upon – Do not assume that your team’s activity is already known to Na Fianna Nuacht or that someone else
has reported it. When errors or omissions occur it is the policy of Na Fianna Nuacht to correct these in subsequent issues when
they are reported to news@clgnafianna.ie
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